Evidence is presented to show that the NT absorption band in additively colored KCl is identical with the R + band of SCHNEIDER and RABIN. Formation of this center gives an explanation for the low thermal stability of R centers. Thermal stability and mechanisms of formation and destruction of such ionized centers are discussed. Equivalent centers are postulated in other alkali halides. In KBr the reported positions of Nt and R + bands are almost identical.
M and R centers have been shown by kinetic thermodynamic 2 and electron spin resonance studies 3 -4 to be aggregates of two and three F centers respectively, but the nature of the N centers is still unknown although from analogy they might be expected to be complexes of four F centers as proposed by PICK 5 . Measurements of the relative intensities [6] [7] [8] and kinetics of formation 7 ' 9 and destruction 7 indicate that the Nt band at about 960 nm 7> 9 and the N2 band at 1028 nm 7 (1080 nm according to 9 ) belong to different centers. According to kinetic studies 1 the N2 center indeed contains four F centers while Nj^ consists of only two. The R + center, that is a complex of two F centers and a negative ion vacancy, also has an absorption band at 960 nm 10 and it is the purpose of this paper to present evidence showing that Nt and R + centers are, in all likelihood, identical. Such ionized F aggregate centers can be formed by redistribution of thermally liberated electrons leading to an equilibrium * between neutral and ionized centers:
^ =a(T) --= =b(T)^

«F WM TIR
(1) 1
